Plan' A
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- Introduction (+ thesis statement of intent)

11. Barkground paragraph abott topie {OPTIONAL: mmmw,umm on as-

#igmment, sudience, snd available material)
I, Pro ergument #] {wenkest argument that supports your opinion)
V. Pro argument #2 (stronger argument that supjiorts your opinion}
V. Pro arguiment #3 {strongest argument that supports your opin-
ion) .
VI.. Con {Counterarguments gnd your refutation) —
~-- VIL Solution to the problem (OPTIONAL: depends on the assign-
C ment, your sudience, and the available material)
- Vill. Conclusica {summary + solution, prediction, or recommendation)

I Introduction (+ thesis atatement of intenty .

<1I. Background’ paragraph about your topic [OPTIONAL: ‘depends

cdwrapummmﬁam:n.%cﬁw w:mmmsnm.gmn:wm<&_mem material)
i11. Cun (Counterarguments + your refutation) .

IV. Pro argument #] {the weakest argument that supports your opin-

ion) .
V. Proargurient #2 {stronger argument that supports your opinion)

VI. Pro argument ¥3 {strongest arguments that supports your opin:

ion)

VIL. Solution to the uqo_u._m_:‘_ {OPTIONAL; depends on the mmmww:._‘

ment, your audience, and the available materjal)

VIII. Condlusion {surnmary + solution, prediction, or wmnoagnuumsgw

»0?5 C
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- Introduction (+ thesis statement of intent)

1L, Bsckground paragraph sbout your topic (OPTIONAL: depends

on the agsignment, your audience, and the available material)
ITI.  Counterargument #1 + Pro argument to refuts it
IV. Counterargument #2 + Pro argument to refute it
V. Counterargument #3 + Pro argument to refute it

VI. Counterargument #4 + Pro argument to refute it (OPTIONAL:

depends an available meterial}

VIL. Solution to the problem (OPTIONAL: depends on the .assign-

ment, your audience, and the uvailable material)

VIl Conrclusisn fsummary + solution, prediction, or recommendation)
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PULES T0uT decision on which plan ta uag {or your s
pent on the material, For example, if you hava parall
and con arguments, you might chooss Plan 0 i, he
two counterarguments, you will choosa Plan A or Plen B, In ndditlon, you smugt
conaider the audience, Ifyou think that pulting the counterarguments Hrat and
then building the pro arguments wili resylt in a sironger positive rescting from
the audisnce, then you should chooge Plan B, I, Insteed, you belisve that putti

your counterarguments near the end of the peper would be more succesaful, then
h you should choose Plan A. ) .

Lalivs ezzay will de-
4 runl nurabers of pro
f: ¥ou have only one or

enerating Materlal . | o

— ,mxmmm_m_m 5E

Below are threa'plans @R student writers for three eryumentative es3ays. .m..__n&‘
each plan, Then make o similar plan for your arguntentative essay S

: I
‘ Solar Energy: The Brergy of the Futy
Pro - | Con - . :
source {the sun) is fres costly to build a molar energ system
_plentiful and _:narmﬁms_u_m. low stficlency tompared .wonmﬂawc. fusls
safe, nonpolluting :

‘needs only simple teshnclogy . ST

Audience: classmates .

- Purpose: to educate and persuade the audience about the coming imiportance

of solar energy . ,

Technigues of support: facts, examples, physical duscription .
Argumentative thesis: Although solar energy syslems are Initially costly and
‘pregently have relatively low efficiency, we nesd to develop solar energy be-

caugg the source is fres; inexhaustible, safe, and neexls only simple technology,

Outline (Plan A)

L Introduction: explanation of energy problem

‘1. Background aragraph: about sourdes nf sriergy ’
H:., Pro #1: resource of the sun ig free, plentifyl, and inexhauatibje
V. Pro #2: safe and nenpolluting: : -

V. Pro #3; simple technology

PERSUASION AND THE ARGUMENTATION ESSAY ) . -




3. ‘Based on the information you have, decide on a tentativa thesis,

Example: For the forelgn student, American fond is'a problem: it js -

tasteless and not very niitritious,

Motle: 4 controversy must have two sides; that ia, the argument muat be able
to be ansirered both “yea'" and "no™ by different membera of the audisnce, Ty
test your topie, try the “although-because™ sentence (see below). 1f your topic
hes Lwo aides, this sentence will give the basic plan for your asaay, You may use
this Leat sedtence 23 your thests statement, or yeu may form another thesis,
Exdmple: . .
Although American food |s quick and sasy to prepare, il ig not as good an food

from my country becayae it js tasteless, not often freszh, and has too much sugar
and atarch to be truly nutritious,

w:m»uzmcawﬁ strong arguments, the strongest you have

r :up...h;maaﬂmnw;w arguments will depend on the essay as:
signment, the audience, and ths avajlahle information, :

5. Organize your arguments jn o«aggno@mbnm_mmm..mﬂnmsmﬁr. Con-
sider your audience: |s each of your arguments interesting, valuable,
and valid for that audience? Arranging the arguments from least to
most important may help build your argument, '

6. Use supporting material to prove that each of your arguments ig
StPOTEviak eoFrect.” Supparting techniques in argumentation
are the 8ame as thay are in #hy other essay: facts, examples, physical
description, and personal experience. . ,

7. Select methoda. of development that will present your arguments in
the strongest possible way for your reader. Methods of development
include definition, comparison-contrast, process, classification, and
cause-effect.
Many students stop right there. But intelligent readers won't, They
Jee arguments on the other side, called :noznnmwm.ﬂw:.Ewﬁlwm.i.u 1f the
wriler does not show an awareness of the counterarguments, readers
might think either that the writer kas not explored the subject thor-
oughly, or that the writer ig presenting one-sided propaganda, afraid
to admit the counterarguments, So the writer must look at the other
side too, :

»

——

w..>:mn€nn§m ovvcum:o:.:mmo:now.nrm wo:oﬂ_.;m transitions to intre-
duce the counterargument: . , . ,

Opponents of this pesition argue that |,

Artother Argument against X is , . .
+ Critice of this position point out that .,

"ERSUAINON AND THE ARGUMENTATION ESSAY

PR

NP p P S i

a3

. Exeroise 5D

c PERSUASION AND THE ARGUMEMTATION ESSAY

"It may be objected that . ..

Several questions coma to mind;

At this point, one may wonder , , |,

Certain objections must, of course, he considered . , .

Example: Of courge there are some nme.u:nrmau to. Amesican food.

First, and perhaps maost tmportant for the student, Amer-
_ican food is generally quick and easy to prepars,

16, Now you, the writer, must refute that counterargument, It is real; it

won't go away from your reader's mind. You muat deal with __:&2.

objections to your position, either by disproving themror by conceding’

tHeir truth bat showing that they are Not as strong or valid ne your
arguments. Your refutation must do one of the following:

mm.nonwmnw%cnwomvosmﬁ.u facts: the counterargiment is UN-
] TRUE/INCORRECT :

w. b. deny that the counterargument is related to the topic; IRREL-

m EVANT

¢ compromise: although the counterargument is true, it is not
enough to avercome your Brguments: INSUFFICIENT

d Example: But although Amerloan food is fast and quite easy to fix,
sitting down tn g dinner that tastes ke cardboard and is
Wﬂhﬂu&ﬂ. not much more nutritious makes. eating not very worth-

while,

The audience for your grgumentative essay (s hoatile Think about q mean,
t

unplegsant, crofehety old man' He doesn't like yvou, end he doesn't like ryour

topie, In fact, he doesn't like any topie, As you begin to generate material for
your-essay, think about this man, As you list the "pros' and the “cons'* far
your essay, congider: ! -

Will he accept your prooff ;!
Is the evidance You are giving. strong and' valid?

Posaibis Ovaralf ..m“_acn:_;nu for the Argumentatise Eeaay

Below are.thres basie plans for argumentative essnys. Notice that in esch
plan, one or more of the body paragraphs can by OPTIONAL (that is, you
will choosa aither to B8 Of not to use that paragaraph), For Your argumen-
tative essay, the assignment (700-900 words) determines that your easay will




